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150th Franklin County Fair  

The 150th Celebration of the Franklin County Fair 

was held July 15th to July 19th.  It was a huge 

success, the weather cooperated, was cool and no 

storms.  Many new special activities were added to 

interest all the visitors.  

The Historical Museum had 1,622 people sign the 

Registration Book.  Am sure there were many more 

who did not sign in, especially those who stayed in 

Machinery Hall.  Out of state visitors came from 31 

states and 2 foreign countries:  Australia and 

Germany.  Prior to the Fair we also had foreign 

visitors from Denmark and England.  

A very big Thank-you to the large group of people 

who cleaned the Pleasant Hill Buildings and 

Machinery Hall.  Thank you also to the FFA Chapter 

who grilled hamburgers and provided chips and 

toppings for the hamburgers for the cleaning and 

farm machinery moving crews.  Thanks also to the 

Historical Society Board Members and Lavonne 

Grice who donated bars and cookies.  
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All Invited To The Dedication  

Please join us and celebrate the DAR Historical 

Marker dedication placed at the Old Stone House. 

Directions: 4 miles South of Hampton on 

Highway 65 and 2 miles East on 105th St. (C-47). 

Old Stone House Receives 
$40,000+ Grant  

Deb Brown, with assistance from Keri Holmes 
and Joe Pitsor, wrote a successful Grant to the 
State Historical Society for the restoration of the 
Old Stone House. $40,000+ funds were awarded.  
Renaissance Restoration will be doing the work.  
$20,000 in matching funds will have to be 
provided. Volunteer work can also be done at a 
rate of the minimum wage.  The FCHS Board has 
voted to provide $10,000. A few contributions 
have already been made but more is needed.  If 
you would like to contribute; designate the 
donation for the Old Stone House and send it to: 

Charles Brown, Treasurer  
 Franklin County Historical Society  
 Box 114   
 Hampton, Iowa  50441 

The Franklin County Historical Society    

and the Candle-Stick Chapter of the   
Daughters of the American Revolution  

 

are proud to invite you to the  

dedication of the historical marker at  

òThe Old Stone Houseó 
 

Saturday, September 12th, 2009.  

Open house tours from 10:00am to 4:00pm.  

Dedication ceremony at 1:00pm. 

Refreshments to follow program. 

FCHS Annual Meeting  

The Annual Meeting of the Franklin County Histori-

cal Society will be held on Tuesday, September 8, 

2009 at 7:00 p.m. at the First Christian Church of 

Hampton, 605 ï 4th Street NE, Hampton.  Use 12th 

Avenue, turn south onto Highway 65, take a left at 

Sandees Flower House, go to first right hand turn 

toward cemetery, then right to Church parking lot.  

The Program will presented by Deb Brown and Keri 

Holmes.  Deb Brown will talk about the history of 

the Leander Reeve Home (Old Stone House) and the 

plans for the Grant money that was received.  Keri 

will tell a quilting story with Midwest ties.  Members 

are asked to bring bars or cookies to share. 

Agenda: Business Meeting 2008 Minutes  

 Treasurerôs Report Committee reports

 Old Business New Business 

 Election of Officers Program  

  Refreshments 



FCHS Museum Tours  

Marv Rodemeyer gave the Behn and 

Wullbrandt Families tours of the REA Power 

Plant Museum during the week of the Fair. 

Deb Brown hosted the Behn and Wullbrandt 

families at the Old Stone House after they had 

toured the REA Power Plant Museum.  Some 

of the Behn Family also toured the Harriman -

Nielsen Home and Maysville School during the 

Fair. 

On July 18th, Doreen Petersen conducted 

tours for the Hampton High School Class of 

1949 and enjoyed the comments the various 

members added about the ñNielsen Girlsò.  

After the High School Reunion Group left, the 

Heartland Danes of Clear Lake and Ventura 

toured the Home and had a picnic on the 

grounds.  Doreen gave a tour of the Harriman-

Nielsen Home to the Cedar Valley Danish 

Brotherhood and Sisterhood of Dike, Iowa on 

July 12th.  It was estimated that between 400 

and 500 people toured the Harriman -Nielsen 

Home during the three days it was open during 

the Fair. 

On August 18th, Mary Marquard and Berry 

Johnson gave a tour of the Harriman-Nielsen 

Home, Barn and Garden to the ñCasual 

Tuesdayò group from the Senior Center, 

Frank l in  Prai r ie Apartments and 

Rehabilitation Center of Hampton (formerly 

Hampton Health Care Center).  The group was 

very interested in everything and asked many 

questions. 

Harriman -Nielsen Farm  

As you drive by the Property on Highway 3 and 

Olive Avenue, you have probably noticed the 

lush garden and well kept grounds.  Berry 

Johnson, Marv Rodemeyer, Lowell Lange and 

Gary Huling spend many hours maintaining 

the garden and lawn, tell them Thank You. 

Mike Jorgensen has donated three farm 

buildings to the Farm:  Carriage House, Dairy-

Milk House and Chicken House.  He has 

funded the footings, wood shingles, flooring 

and moving of these building, a wonderful 

addition to the Property.  
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Harriman -Nielsen Fall Festival  

Sunday afternoon, October 4th, from 2:00 to 

5:00 the Annual Festival will be held at the 

Harriman -Nielsen Farm.  The 4-H Groups will 

again provide games for the children and there 

will be pumpkin carving, live music and other 

activities.  Bean soup, brats and hot dogs will 

be for sale, as well as the produce from the 

garden.  The Friends of Harriman-Nielsen will 

be having ñTrash and Treasureò tables with 

items for sale. The Rain date is October 11th. 

Weekend And Fair Volunteers  

Thank you to all the volunteers who have 

worked at the Historical Museum during 

Summer weekends and all those who worked 

during the Fair.  A special thank you to Sharon 

Thielen for lining up all these workers.  

Fair Train Still Rolling Along  

One of the most popular features of the Fair 

every year is the GBI RR Train.  Milo Greimann 

started building his train in 1985.  It holds 27 or 

more people at one time, has a whistle and a 

firebox in the ñengineò that produces puffs of 

smoke.  The train rides benefit both the Franklin 

General Hospital Auxiliary and the Franklin 

County Historical Society.  This year a record 

number of people rode the train.  

GBI Train making rounds at the Fair  
 

Get Well Burnie  

Burnie Greimann, Historical Society Newsletter 

Editor, was hospitalized at St. Maryôs Hospital in 

Rochester, but is now in room 19 at the 

Hampton Health Care Center.  You will miss her 

interesting articles in this edition, but we will 

look forward to reading her articles in the 

November Newsletter.  We wish her a speedy 

recovery. 



(The following article was written by Birgit Fleming 

Larsen, archivist, Danish Emigration Archives, 

Aalborg, Denmark, retired.  She was in Hampton in 

2007 and translated many of the letters received by 

Chris and Anna Nielsen.  She stayed with Doreen and 

Everett Petersen while she was here, this article was 

submitted by Doreen Petersen.)  

Danish Emigration                                          
The Dream of America  

From the 1860ôs to the 1930ôs about 50 million 

Europeans left their homelands to go to overseas 

countries, primarily North America.  In the same 

span of years about 300,000 Danes did the same to 

seek a new and hopefully better future. 

Immigration to the Hampton Area  

The history of the Christian Nielsen family is part of 

a history of a group of Danish immigrants that 

survived economically and socially after being 

transplanted to the United States of America.  

These Danes settled over years in the Latimer and 

Coulter area near Hampton in Franklin County, 

Iowa.  In the late 1860ôs two Danish real estate 

salesmen came to the area to sell land.  They 

advertised in Danish-American newspapers as well 

in newspapers in Denmark. 

It turned out that there was an interest among 

Danes to come to this part of Iowa to farm.  Some 

came directly from Denmark; others came from 

elsewhere in Iowa and from Illinois and Wisconsin.  

A Danish Colony  

A strong Danish colony began to form.  Latimer was 

a station along the Iowa Central Railroad Line.  The 

railroad was a lifeline for many small rural 

communities and provided a means of 

transportation to neighboring settlements.  

Coulter was a station on the Chicago Great Western 

Railroad Line and got the name Little Denmark, 

placed as it was in the middle of a fairly large 

Danish rural settlement.  

Two Danish congregations were formed only four 

miles apart.  The West Church known as St. Peterôs 

Danish Lutheran Church and The East Church 

known as St. Johnôs Danish Evangelical Lutheran 

Church.  In the beginning neither of them had a 

church building.  

Services were held in schoolhouses and private 

homes. The St. Peterôs erected a church building in 

1893 which was destroyed by lightening in 1899.    

A new church was built in 1903.  Because of 

decreasing membership the congregation was 

dissolved in the early 1920ôs.   

 

St. Johnôs built their church in 1888 and a parish 

hall in 1897.  Sunday school was organized from 

1885, and a Ladiesô Aid 

Society started already in 

1883.  In 1902 the Young 

Peopleôs Society was 

established to serve the 

needs and interest of the 

young people of the 

congregation.  The society 

got the name Dannebrog 

and had programs of 

music, song, lectures, 

readings, summer picnics, 

dance and gymnastics. 

A schism in the Lutheran Church in Denmark had 

also influenced the church life in Danish churches 

in the U.S.  A new congregation was born in the 

area in 1902 

with the name 

The Nazareth 

D a n i s h 

E v a n g e l i c a l 

L u t h e r a n 

Congregation 

and a church 

was built south of Coulter. 

In 1905 the Danish Brotherhood Lodge no 124 

Atterdag was established in Latimer and had from 

the beginning about 30 members.  The purpose was 

to support each other in case of sickness, distress, 

unemployment etc.  Being in a new country and a 

new community they felt the need to support each 

other.  The Danish Brotherhood Hall became a 

social center for Latimer with many events such as 

wedding dances, square dances, plays, traveling 

shows and Danish folk dance.  In 1911 the Danish 

Sisterhood Lodge #124 Dannebrog was started. 

A growing number of Danes came to this area and 

among those members of the Nielsen and Jensen 

Families.  Chris and Anna Nielsen came to the 

United States in 1905 and worked for various 

farmers in the area before buying the Skow 

Property, formerly the Harriman Estate, in 

Hampton in 1920.  Jens and Anna Nielsen came to 

the United States in 1902 and farmed in the 

Latimer -Coulter area.  They returned to Denmark 

in 1912.  Niels Jensen (Nielsen) came to the United 

States in 1893 and married Ingeborg Andersen in 

1902.  They also farmed in the Latimer-Coulter.  

The only member of the Jensen family to immigrate 

was Annaôs brother, Lars Jensen, in 1909.  He 

served in the US Army during World War I.  He 

married Mary Hansen in 1920 and settled in 

Sheffield where they raised three daughters.   
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St. Johnôs Lutheran 

Nazareth Lutheran  




