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__________________________________________________________________ 
The Clock Families of Franklin County 

(Continued from page 3) 
 

At the death of E.L.‘s partner, Henry 

Wheeler, H.C. became a partner with his brother, in 

the mercantile business. H.C. started a new 

mercantile store in 

“Old Chapin” in 

1869. (I was 

surprised at the 

time, as the Central 

of Iowa R.R., 

missed coming to 

the town. It seemed 

poor strategy, but he 

did not consider the 

town moving to the 

R.R. like Maysville 

did to Geneva.)  But 

he was able to sell 

the building and 

business and went 

back to Maysville. 

He purchased E.L.’s 

half of the business, 

and moved the store 

to the new town of 

Geneva. He called 

it, H.C. Clock & Sons. He was the first Postmaster 

in the new town, serving for 15 years. He and Emily 

had 7 children and one adopted daughter. He died 

Sept. 3, 1919. Emily died Nov. 11, 1900. Both are 

buried in the Lindenwood Cemetery, near Geneva. 

Charles Clock was born on May 10, 1841, at 

Painesville, Ohio and went with his family to 

Warren, Illinois, when he was about 9 years old. As 

a youth, when President Lincoln issued a call for the 

military, Charles was one of the first from the 

Warren area, to enlist. He was in Company E, 1st. 

Inf. Illinois. His rank was Private, for the first 2 

years, but then became Forage Master till the end of 

the war, and returned home.  

On Jan. 1, 1867, he and Rebecca Haskill 

were married and they came to Franklin County, 

where they lived on a farm in Geneva Township. In 

1875, they moved to Geneva, where he was engaged 

in the grain business, for 2 years.  

He was elected Franklin County Auditor & 

served 1877-1881. Then he became Franklin 

County Treasurer. He also had served as a county 

Supervisor. 

 In 1882, with his brother Henry A Clock, 

they laid out the town of Latimer, being some of the 

first residents. (One of them, lived where Maxine 

Letzring lives today.) 

They owned a tract of land, where Latimer 

is. In early Latimer history, according to the Latimer 

history, the 3 early businesses were an elevator, 

lumberyard and the Clock & Clock General store, 

all operated by Charles.  

 In 1889 he was appointed Postmaster, 

serving 8 years. The first school in Latimer was on 

land Charles donated for it. In 1894 he sold all his 

holdings, in Latimer, and they moved to Redlands, 

CA. He purchased a small tract of land, and he and 

sons engaged in growing oranges and built up a 

sizeable business. 

 Charles died Tuesday, May 9, 1916, at 

Redlands. He and Rebecca are buried there. 

 Henry A Clock, the youngest of the Clock 

brothers, was born at Painesville, Ohio, in 1844. At 

age 7, the Clock ‘s moved to Warren, Illinois. In the 

early 1860’s, he came to visit his brothers Jarvis and 

E.L., in Latimer. While here, a call came for more 

soldiers, and he entered the Civil war in Co H, 

32nd. Infantry. He participated in many battles, and 

his rank was Corporal. Following the war he spent 5 

years, mining in the mountains.  

In 1870 he returned to Iowa and accepted a 

clerkship in the H.C. Clock store in Geneva, for 11 

years. In 1872 he was married to Susan M Reeve. 

They were the parents of 4 children. Then they 

moved to Latimer where he worked for his brother 

Charles in the grain and mercantile business. Later 

they went to Algona, where they started a dry goods 

store. In 1902 they moved to Hampton, and was in 

the same kind of business here. After accumulating 

a small fortune, Henry and Susan moved to Long 

Beach, Cal., for their retirement years. 

 Henry died Aug. 21, 1921 and Susan died 

Sept. 2, 1925. Both are buried at Long Beach, CA. 

 All of the Clock brothers have played an 

important part of the history of our county. They 

were ambitious and honest in their dealings and 

well thought of. 


