
 

 

 

 

 

Losing at “Candy Land” 
 

If you have ever been a parent there is a good chance that you have 
played the game “Candy Land.”  And if you have played “Candy Land” 
with your child there is the likelihood that you have lost.  Not because 

you got the wrong cards flipped over, but because you made the choice to 
lose.  That’s right, you let your child win.  Why?  Because allowing them  

to win ultimately gave you more joy than winning for yourself. 
 

There are spiritual lessons to be learned here.  First, Jesus chose to die 
on the cross for us even though He did not deserve it.  He chose to lose 
for our benefit.  It gave God great joy to die for you and me; in order that 
you and I might gain eternal life.  Romans 5:8 reads this way, “But God 

demonstrates His own love for us in this: While we were still sinners,  
Christ died for us.”  God chose to lose in order that we might win. 

 
The second spiritual lesson that we need to learn from losing at "Candy 

Land” is this, we are called to emulate (copy) Jesus for the sake of others. 
That is we are to give up those things that are precious to us so that  

others may come to know Jesus.  The Apostle Paul not only wrote, but 
embodied these words in 1Corinthians 9:22-23, “To the weak I became 
weak, to win the weak.  I have become all things to all men so that by 

all possible means I might save some.”  Paul lived, and was even willing 
to die, for others to know Christ.  Paul was willing to lose in order that 

others might win. 
 

Jim Elliot the famous missionary that was martyred in Ecuador wrote in 
his journal before his death, “He is no fool who gives up what he cannot 
keep to gain what he cannot lose.”  And why was Jim Elliot martyred? 

Because he was willing to die for those who killed him so that they might 
live and come to know Jesus. 

 
What would a church look like that practiced the spiritual lessons of “losing at 
“Candy Land?”  It is safe to say, “It would look differently than most churches 

we find in America today.”  Our focus would be to give up whatever was necessary to 
connect others with Jesus.  We would give up some of our precious television time to pray 

for the salvation of others.  We would probably give more money to help others without 
needing to know how it was to be spent.  We would possibly worship to different music 

than we prefer.  If someone took our prized chair in the sanctuary we would be glad.  Why?  
Because in all these things we would be helping someone else come closer to Jesus.  
Because in losing they would win and we would receive a far greater joy than winning 

ourselves.   
It takes a certain level of spiritual maturity to learn to lose for the sake of others.   

May we through the help of the Holy Spirit let Him teach us how to lose. 
 
For the Praise of His Glory, 
Pastor Darren 
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Snow Camp 2011/ Deep Fr eeze 2011  
 
We had both of our student ministry winter retreats through January and February and they 
were both awesome.   
High School Snow Camp 2011 (January 14-17) 
Students Attending:  Nathanael Olson, Zach Stulir, Phil Estes, Mitchell Riley, Abby Olson, 
Martha Peterson, Danielle Quillin, Natalie Roland, Amy Wright, Alexis Sachleben, Leah 
Hermann and Miranda Cunningham.  
Adults Attending:  Justin Craig, Mark Sachleben, Vicki Wright and Stephanie Craig. 
We again attended Snow Camp at Honeyrock Camp in Three Lakes, Wisconsin and it was a 
blast yet again and we also met up with 1st Covenant- Rockford and we ran camp together.  
Pastor Dave Ahrens and Justin put the sessions together and our theme this year was òPursuing 
Christó through the things that Christ pursued: Radical Fear/Faith, Radical Passion, Radical 
Humility and Radical Obedience.  During these sessions we gave the students a chance to 
respond to what they have heard through: small group discussion time, some alone time, we 
washed each otherõs feet when we were talking about humility and then we all participated in a 
communion celebration at the end of the weekend to symbolize Christõs radical obedience.  We 
also had some outdoor fun; between Mark Sachleben tumbling down the giant tubing hill, the 
horseback riding through the òNarniaó forest and of course broomball- we all had a great trip 
where we connected with each other but also and more importantly we reconnected with God.  
Pastor Dave from 1st Covenant- Rockford shared this quote that just sings what our weekend 
was about.  òMaybe we donõt replace God as our focus, but we certainly allow other things in 
life to take the focus over.ó  We really found our focus this weekend.  Please feel free to ask any 
of our students about the weekend. 
 
Jr. High Deep  Freeze 2011 (February 11-13) 
Students Attending:  Nehemiah Olson, Jacob Wright, Rebecca Schaechter, Elizabeth Smith and 
Jessica Sandholm. 
Adults Attending:  Justin Craig and Vicki Wright.  
We again took the Jr. Highers to Covenant Harborõs Deep Freeze winter retreat and we had a 
great time.  We loved the speaker, Heather Flies and the challenges that she put before us that 
weekend.  The Least of These was the worship band for the weekend and they were awesome 
as well.  We had two Polar Bear dippers (jumping i nto the icy lake): Rebecca Schaechter and 
Vicki Wright.  The rest of us watched all the crazies take the plunge.  We also came in 2nd place 
in the broomball tournament which was awesome.  It was a great experience to not only see the 
students challenged by our speaker but the adults were challenged as well.  Please feel free to 
ask any of students about their experience on this trip. 
 
Special Thanks to: YOU!  We canõt thank you as the congregation enough for the support that 
we continually have for the yout h group here at Elim.  The support through prayer and through 
the fundraising that we do throughout the year is a great encouragement to the students and 
youth staff here at our church.  Pastor Felipe told me a few weeks ago that we need to continue 
to support the youth of this church because they are not the future of this church but that they 
are the church of today and I couldnõt agree more.  Thanks again for your support of the church 
of today. 
 
 
 



Upcoming Events:  

March  
6th - No youth group  due to Ash Wednesday service but please come to the service at 6:30pm 

12th - Menõs Breakfast- 8am- for the fellas/ Trivia Night - 6pm- this is a fundraiser for the 

youth group - be here!   

14th - Parents Meeting: 7pm - please, please, please, if you have a child involved i n the youth 

ministry program here you need to be here for the parents meeting.  You will be getting all of 
the summer trips/ excursions information at this meeting.  This is so that we are all on the 
same page. 

25th - Music House - more details to come. 

In Christ,  
Justin 

      

ELIM HAPPENINGS 

 
CONGRATULATIONS TO:  

Kristen Burns upon graduating from  

Brown Mackie College.  Way to go Kristen!!!!!  

 

Margaret Hasty will be celebrating her 90
th

 birthday on March 6
th

.   

If you would like to send her a card, 

 her address is:  Margaret Hasty 

% The Lighthouse    

1900 – 10
th

 Street Apt. #191        Silvis, IL. 61282 

Cake will be served following worship on Sunday, March 6
th

.   

Please come and help Margaret and her family celebrate this  

milestone 90
th

 birthday!! 
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Ash Wednesday Service will be held on Wednesday, 

March 9
th

 @ 6:30 p.m. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

     -ÅÎƦÓ   Fellowship            

   Breakfast     

Saturday, March 12 th  @ 8:00 a.m.  

      
 

              BABY BOY SHOWER TIME 

On Saturday, March 12
th

 there will be a baby shower held 

at Elim from 1:00 p.m. till 4:00 p.m.   

The mom-to-be is Lori (Wasson) Marais  

and they are registered at Babies R Us.   

Please join us and help Lori and Ross celebrate  

                                   this happy event.      
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TRIVIA NIGHT 
Yes, there will be another Trivia Night taking place at Elim.  The event is being 

planned for Saturday night, March 12th @ 6:00 p.m.  The doors will open @ 5:00 to 
set your table up for your snacks and prepare your knowledge.  This is a 

fundraiser for youth.   
See Cindy Minard or Cheri Nelsen with any questions. 

??????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????? 

   PAGETURNERS   
The next Pageturners meeting will be March 18 th  @ 7:00 p.m. 

here at Elim.   Please come and tell us about the latest book 

you have just  finished and hear about what everyone is 

reading too!!!  
^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ ^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^  

           ELIM FUN NIGHT 

Saturday, March 19
th
    6:30 Ɗ 9:00 p.m.  

Mark this date down as the second of our monthly Elim Fun Nights!  These nights include: a time 

of snacking, sharing, honoring the birthdays of the month, and silly games as well as friendly 

competitions for a traveling trophy!  Bring a snack to share, your own sodas, and your friends!!   

Marchƍr bnlodshshud f`ld vhkk adeuchre .  See Natalie Hermann or Vicki Wright with questions.  

 

MUSIC HOUSE  

Friday, March 25
th

 @ 7:00 p.m. 
**********************************************************  

PERSONAL MINISTRIES MEETING  
@  

ELIM SATURDAY, MARCH 26
th
 9:00 - 11:00 a.m.   
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“This & That” Part II…………from days gone by 
by Cindy Minard 

Many of us remember Marion Johnson’s tribute to the Lamplighter each month.  Even as a 

youngster, I’d for sure read her “news” concerning our church, Elim families and those who loved 

Elim.  After my Gram (Shirley Anderson) passed away, our family went through her “personal 

treasures.”  In doing this, I came across some tid-bits I’d like to share and pass along just as Marion 

did with us many years ago that kept us posted and or entertained.  Maybe we’ll publish some tid-

bits a few times a year if you like reading them.  Let us know what you think. 

 

*Mr. & Mrs.Albert Cook sang a vocal duet at the 8:15 a.m. service on Oct. 4
th
, 1964. 

 

*Let’s pray for the children of Rock Island County.  Tune into WDLM at 9:30 each 

morning the week of Oct. 5
th
 for a special program on the work of the Child Evangelism 

Fellowship. 
 

*Thank you Mrs. Helen Bear for taking charge of the Toddler Class in Sunday School. 
 

*Clothing Appeal by World Church Service for the needy of the world, was held Saturday, 

March 14
th

, from 9 to noon at the Depot, 35
th

 St. & 5
th
 Ave. (1964). 

 

*Mrs. John Wagner is in charge of the nursery.  Next Sunday, Mrs. Harry Weber. 
 

*Youth For Christ SINGSPIRATION was held at 9:00 p.m. Sunday at the First Baptist 

Church in Geneseo. 
 

*MEN NEEDED!!  Men with skills and trades are needed for the Laymen’s Work Corps 

for various projects in our Conference.  Commitment forms will be distributed today.   

Sign and give to Pastor. 
 

*Remember to pray for the Countryside Covenant Church in Glenview, IL. as they 

dedicated their new $90,000 Christian Education building Sunday, Nov. 27
th

, 1960. 
 

*THANK YOU to the Hi-Leaguers for decorating our sanctuary for Christmas. 
 

*Remember our Confirmands!  Eleven of our young people graduate today.  We thank 

God for each one of them.  We congratulate them and pray God’s best blessing upon their 

lives: 

   Barbara Schwartz   Jeanine Beresford 

   Lana Laurick   Debra Grafton 

   Judith Sjoblom   George Pettit 

   Jason Pettit    Gary Cook 

   Richard Enderton   Steve Nelsen 

     & Ronald Anderson. 
 

*King Korn Stamps: The Youth For Christ of our vicinity is collecting filled King Korn 

stamp books for a tape recorder for use in their work.  Make your contributions to Bob 

Nelson. 
 

*Mrs. Ethyl VanOteghen’s SS class sang Away In A Manger during our service Dec. 6
th

. 



 

MARCH 2011 
Sunday  Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 

 1 
Brendaõs Womenõs 
Bible Study 6:00 
p.m. 
Boy Scouts 6:30p 

2 
Oasis  2:30 p.m. 
Trailblazers/ 
Youth Group/ 
Choir Practice/ 
Bible Study 
6:30 p.m. 

3 
Keenagerõs 
9:00 a.m. 
Julieõs WBS 
6:30 p.m. 

5 Weeks To A 

Better Marriage 

6:30-8:00 p.m. 

4 
CIU 

Pampered  

Chef  

3:00 p.m.  

5 
 

6 

Sunday School/ 
Confirmation 
9:15 a.m. 
Worship 
Celebration 
10:30 a.m. 
 

7 
Prayer Team 
Gathering 
5:30 p.m. 

 

8    
CIU Sachleben 
  Card/Stamp 
    6:00 p.m. 

MLT 
Meeting 
6:30 p.m. 

 

 

9 
Oasis 2:30 p.m. 
     Ash Wed.  
      Service 
      6:30 p.m. 

10 
Keenagerõs 
9:00 a.m. 
Julieõs WBS 
6:30 p.m. 

5 Weeks To A 

Better Marriage 

6:30-8:00 p.m. 

11 
 

12  Men’s 

Breakfast 
8:00 a.m. 

CIU Lori’s 

Shower 1-4 

Trivia Night  

Youth Fundraiser 

6:00 p.m.?????  

 

13 
Sunday School/ 
Confirmation 
9:15 a.m. 
Worship 
Celebration 
10:30 a.m. 

14 
Prayer Team 
Gathering 
5:30 pm 

Parents 
Meeting with  
Justin 7:00 p.m. 

15 

Brendaõs Womenõs  
Bible Study 
6:00 p.m. 
Boy Scouts 
6:30 pm  

16 
Oasis 2:30 p.m. 
Trailblazers/ 
Youth Group/ 
Choir Practice/ 
Bible Study 
6:30 p.m. 

 

17 
Happy St. 

Patrickôs 

Day!!  

Keenagerõs 
9:00 a.m. 
Julieõs WBS  
6:30 p.m. 

 

18 

Pageturner

s 

7:00 p.m.  
 

19 
CIU ð Minard 
9:00 a.m. 

Elim Fun 

Night  

6:30 – 9:00 

p.m.  

20 
Sunday School/ 
Confirmation 
9:15 a.m. 
Worship 10:30 a.m. 
Collection for CF 

 

21 
Prayer Team 
Gathering 
5:30 p.m. 
 

22 
Boy Scouts 
6:30 p.m. 

23 

No Oasis 
Trailblazers/ 
Youth Group/ 
Choir Practice/ 
Bible Study 
6:30 p.m. 

24 
Keenagerõs 
9:00 a.m. 
Julieõs WBS  
6:30 p.m. 

 

25 

Music 

House 

7:00 p.m. 

26 
Personal 
Ministries 
meeting  
9:00-11:00  
CIU ð Estes 
3:00 p.m.  

27 
Sunday School/ 
Confirmation 
9:15 a.m. 
Worship 10:30 a.m. 
Collection for Meal 
Site  following 
worship 

 

28 
Prayer Team 
Gathering  
5:30 p.m. 

29 
 
 

30 
Oasis 2:30 p.m. 
Trailblazers/ 
Youth Group/ 
Choir Practice 
Bible Study 
6:30 p.m. 

31 
Keenagerõs 
9:00 a.m. 
Julieõs WBS  
6:30 p.m. 

 

  

       

 

ñYou are my lamp,  

O LORD; the LORD  

turns my darkness into light.ò   

2 Samuel 22:29 
 

     

 

ñOur help is in the name of 

the LORD, the Maker of 

heaven and earth.ò   

Psalm 124:8 
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Phone:  (309) 764-6920 

Pastor Darren’s e-mail: 

elimpastor@mchsi.com 

Justin’s e-mail: 

elimjustin@mchsi.com 

Church office e-mail: 

elimoffice@mchsi.com 

Church office hours: 

Monday – Thursday  

8:30 a.m. – 2:30 p.m.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

March Birthdays and Anniversaries 

        
      Birthdays         anniversaries 

 
3 Cheryl Bear  24   Kraigg Knary   16   Jim & Danielle Ogden 

6 Marla Atwater  26   Claudine Patton   21   David & Rebecca Griffith 

6 Margaret Hasty  28   Jon Estes    23   Jay & Judie Stanley 

7 Carol Jacks       29   Jon & Tabatha Estes 

7 Sally Marr 

11 James Champlin 

12 Kaitlyn Knary 

13 Becky Reynolds 

16 Rose Lee 

17 Katie Clarke 

17 Dakotah Christenson 

17 LeAnn Frutiger 

19 Charlie Bess 

20 Ellie Wildermuth 

22 Matthew Cunningham 

23 Loras Hart 
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