
 

October Celebrations: 
2nd Matthew Hill’s Birthday  
4th Joe Waddell’s Birthday  
4th Kevin Hill’s Birthday  
9th Justin Hill’s Birthday  
12th Ellis & Betty Jean 
Sizemore’s Anniversary  
13th Rachel Joiner’s Birthday  
14th George E. Joiner’s 
Birthday  
22nd Tommy Harper, Sr. ’s 
Birthday  
22nd Perry Waddell’s Birthday  
30th Emma Jean Thompson’s 
Birthday  
30th David & Tammy Hill’s 
Anniversary 

Upcoming Events:  
Oct. 18th – Sunday Fellowship 

 
Contribution: 
10/4 - $805 

 

 

 

Contacts: 
Elder Royce Whittington 246-3924 
                   wwhittin@bellsouth.net 
Elder Lester Gatlin 850-627-6598 
Tim Mahler, Minister 850-893-0416 
           chmahler@embarqmail.com 

 
Website: 

bainbridgechurchofchrist.home.mchsi.com 

New Prayer Concerns: 
Janice Rabon requests prayers as 
she continues to deal with her 
recovery. 

Davis Wallace was able to return 
home from the hospital. 

Pearson Martin continues to 
recover and is now talking in 
sentences. 
 
The Mahlers request prayers for 
Jayne Linda who will begin a 3-
day round of chemotherapy on 
Monday.  Jayne asks specifically 
for prayers that this be her last 
round. 
 

Others in our Prayers: 
Ruby Comerford, Hannah Mahler, 
Joe Dawson, Gynell Chambliss, 
Barbara Free, Harry  & Vivian 
Singletary 

Ongoing Prayer Concerns: 
Lester & Dora Gatlin, Royce & 
Nada Whittington, the Hall family, 
Missy Williams, Sherry West, 
Robby Dittmann, Pearson Martin, 
Frank Faircloth, Hilda Barnett, C.E. 
Comerford, Davis Wallace 

 
Prayer List Updates: 
If you have prayer list items that 
need to be added or deleted, 
please make sure to let one of the 
Elders know!  Names will be 
removed from the prayer list after 
3 weeks if there is no update. 
 

Welcome to the 

Bainbridge Church of Christ 
1001 Culbreth Street 

Bainbridge, Ga. 39819 
 

October 11th, 2009 
 
 

 
 
 

Elders 
Lester Gatlin 

Royce Whittington 
 

Deacons 
Mitchell Comerford 

Don Rabon 
Chad Waddell 

 
Minister 

Tim Mahler 
 

Services: 
Sunday:  10:00am Bible Study   11:00am Worship 

       6:00pm Worship/Youth Program 
Wednesday:  6:30pm Bible Study 
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I like resources that help me understand the Bible. My collection of 
commentaries grows yearly. The amount of books I own addressing various 
areas of theology numbers in the hundreds. There are a couple of websites 
that I visit regularly where numerous Bible study tools are offered. I also 
own four "Study Bibles," which include not only the biblical text, but 
introductions and outlines for each book of the Bible, notes that explain 
verses, maps, articles about major concepts, and a large concordance at 
the back. I have been strengthened by all of these resources, and I'm 
confident others could testify likewise. 

However, every good gift from God can be abused. Of all the study tools, 
perhaps in our day the Study Bible is the resource that is most often 
misused. For example, many who have taught the Bible have felt the 
frustration when, instead of meditating on the passage of Scripture being 
taught, several in the group were busy reading and then sharing from the 
study notes at the bottom of the page!  

Perhaps some might respond, "But at least these people are trying to 
understand what the Scriptures say." Indeed, their motives may be pure, but 
excessive reliance on study notes actually removes them from what a Study 
Bible intends to promote: The study of the Bible! James tells us to receive 
and live out the Word of God (James 1:21-22), not what somebody else 
says about the Bible. The Lord has given the church teachers (Ephesians 
4:11), but we should follow the example of the Bereans who not only 
listened eagerly to Paul's preaching, but were known for "examining the 
Scriptures daily to see whether these things were so" (emphasis mine). 

Maybe you are not convinced that you can really understand Scripture apart 
from the significant aid of others. Perhaps you have been led astray by 
certain preachers or writers who seem to imply that you have to be an 
expert in Hebrew or Greek (the original languages of the Old and New 
Testaments) in order to "really comprehend the Bible." Yes, a knowledge of 
the original languages is quite valuable, but it is not required.  

Peter does admit that "some things" in Paul's writings are hard to 
understand (2 Peter 3:16). Commentaries, Study Bibles, and conversations 
with other believers are a valuable tool when we come across these places 
in Scripture. But Peter didn't say everything is hard to understand! In fact, 
with a careful and contemplative reading of a verse or passage and its 
surrounding context, and with the help of the Holy Spirit (see 1 John 2:27), 
we can grasp what God is saying. Probably our larger struggle is living out 
what we clearly see. 
 
                                                                 continued on next page  

Raintree Village Children’s Home Items 
 

Today, please bring dryer sheets. 
Next Sunday, please bring paper plates. 
 

continued from previous page… 

Does this mean you should throw away your Study Bible? No, but consider 
three ways to guard against misusing this tool:  

1. Don't use a Study Bible as your primary Bible. Regular Bible reading, 
group study, and personal study should be out of a Bible without 
study notes. This eliminates the temptation to look away from what 
God has said.  

2. Before you pull your Study Bible(s) off the shelf, force yourself to think 
hard about the text of Scripture alone. The person who "looks 
intently" at God's Word and lives it out is "blessed in what he does" 
(James 1:25). You may even want to purchase a Bible with wide 
margins in order to write down your thoughts, or maybe a notebook or 
journal.  

3. When you struggle to figure out what a verse or passage means, ask 
the Lord for help. You'll be amazed at what He helps you 
comprehend. If you still don't understand what you are reading, ask 
Him again and meditate longer. How often do we skip this vital step of 
depending upon the Lord? Who is more resourceful, a biblical scholar 
or God? 

Consider your Bible study methods: Do you spend more time focusing on the 
text of the Bible, or the words of non-inspired writers who are seeking to 
explain the Bible? When we are overly dependent on study notes, a subtle 
shift takes place from living "on every word that proceeds out of the mouth of 
God" (Matthew 4:4) to living "by the words of Bible teachers." 

As I write, I'm aware of another Study Bible soon to be unveiled. It has been 
endorsed by a large number of well-known pastors and ministry leaders, and 
it includes over 20,000 notes, over 50 articles, and over 200 color charts. I'll 
probably buy one. More, and even better, Study Bibles will surely follow. 
There is no doubt that they will shed much light on the text of Scripture. But 
we must beware: They may also distract us from the very thing they are 
intended to illuminate. 

Thought to Ponder 
 
Worry does not empty tomorrow of its problems, but only 
empties today of its strength. 
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