New Prayer Concerns:
Ruby Comerford’s surgery
went well. She continues to
recover.

Robby Dittmann ‘s surgery
went well and he is recovering
at home.

Dora Gatlin has returned to the
hospital and is being treated for
a kidney infection. She will
hopefully be sent home today.

Others in our Prayers:

Hazel Donalson, Grady Harper,
Jr., Jane Free, Tom Gatlin,
Bobby Goodwin, Hannah
Mahler

Ongoing Prayer Concerns:
Lester & Dora Gatlin, Royce &
Nada Whittington, the Hall
family, Missy Williams, Sherry
West, Robby Dittmann, Pearson
Martin, Frank Faircloth, Hilda
Barnett, C.E. Comerford, Davis
Wallace

Prayer List Updates:

If you have prayer list items that
need to be added or deleted,
please make sure to let one of the
Elders know! Names will be
removed from the prayer list after
3 weeks if there is no update.

Upcoming Celebrations:
August

All celebrations in August
have passed.

September

7" Kim Martin’s birthday

7" Jeff & Kim Martin’
anniversary

11" Ellis Sizemore’s birthday
12" Laura Thompson’ birthday
15™ Joe & Rhonda Talley’s
anniversary

17" Jay & Sherry West’s
anniversary

19" Tommy Sr. & Marsha
Har(‘Per’s anniversary

23" Betty Sizemore’s birthday
24™ David Hill’s birthday

27" Eric Spooner’s birthday

Upcoming Events:
Sept. 2nd - Wednesday Fellowship
Sept. 20th - Sunday Fellowship

Contribution:
8/23 - $669.00

Contacts:
Elder Royce Whittington 246-3924
wwhittin@bellsouth.net

Elder Lester Gatlin 850-627-6598

Tim Mahler, Minister 850-893-0416
chmahler@embarqmail.com

Website:
bainbridgechurchofchrist.nome.mchsi.com

Welcome to the

Bainbridge Chureh of Christ

1001 Culbreth Street
Bainbridge, Ga. 39819

August 30th, 2009

Elders
Lester Gatlin
Royce Whittington

Deacons
Mitchell Comerford
Don Rabon
Chad Waddell

Minister
Tim Mahler

Services:
Sunday: 10:00am Bible Study 11:00am Worship
6:00pm Worship/Youth Program
Wednesday: 6:30pm Bible Study




Seven Truths About Knowing God e 2009 paryl wingerd

Much is often taught about the importance of having a "personal relationship”
with God through His Son Jesus Christ. Believers frequently contrast the terms
"religion” and "relationship” when explaining the difference between that which
is merely outward and formal, and that which is spiritual and true. The idea of
having a "personal relationship" with God is never explained in those exact
terms in the Bible. What the Bible does speak of, repeatedly and plainly, is the
importance of knowing God through Jesus Christ.

The following truths from Scripture should help you begin to understand why
knowing God is so vitally important, and what it actually entails.

Knowing God IS eternal life. Those who know Him have eternal life, and
those who don't, don't. As Jesus said, "This is eternal life, that they may know
you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom you have sent (John 17:3). Life
is a relationship.

Knowing God is more valuable than anything on earth. You may be happy
with your job, your financial status, your influence, your possessions, your
education, and many other things, but these things will be worthless once your
life on earth is over. Knowing God, on the other hand, carries eternal value. As
the Lord said to Jeremiah, "Let not a wise man boast of his wisdom, and let not
the mighty boast of His might, let not a rich man boast of his riches; but let him
who boasts boast of this, that he understands and knows Me" (Jer. 9:23-24).

Knowing God means hearing and following Jesus. Those who come to
know God through Jesus Christ also agree with what He said concerning truth
and righteousness. Furthermore, they love to obey His commands. Jesus said
this Himself in John 10: "My sheep hear My voice, and | know them, and they
follow Me" (John 10:27). "A stranger they simply will not follow, but will flee from
him, because they do not know the voice of strangers” (John 10:5). John later
addressed those who claim to have a personal relationship with Jesus yet live
in ungodliness: "The one who says, 'l have come to know Him," and does not
keep His commandments, is a liar and the truth is not in Him" (1 John 2:4).

Knowing God begins with God. Just as a hoisted sail cannot make the wind
blow, religious effort alone cannot make you know God. God must disclose
Himself to you if you are to come to know Him. Jesus made this clear when He
said, "No one knows the Son except the Father; nor does anyone know the
Father except the Son, and anyone to whom the Son wills to reveal Him (Matt.
11:27). Jesus said the same about Himself: "No one can come to Me unless the
Father who sent Me draws him (John 6:44). God is the one who determines
who will know Him and have a "personal relationship” with His Son.

continued on next page >

Raintree Village Children’s Home Items

Today, please bring tissues.
Next Sunday, please bring trash bags.

continued from previous page...

Knowing God never happens accidentally. God is sovereign, disclosing
Himself to whomever He will, but He also has ordained to reveal Himself through
certain means. The person who diligently pursues God via those means (namely,
the study of God's Word and humble prayer) is the one who will be rewarded with
the knowledge of God. "He who comes to God must believe that He is and that
He is a rewarder of those who seek Him (Heb. 11:6).

Knowing God is the source of everlasting pleasure. The initial "discovery" of
God may seem like a man finding a narrow vein of gold as he chips away in a
rocky mine, but only a fool would stop digging at this first discovery. The "vein of
gold" that is the knowledge of God gets broader, richer, and more pleasurable the
deeper you dig, and it continues to get better for eternity. As the psalmist wrote to
God, "In Your presence is fullness of joy; In Your right hand there are pleasures
forever" (Psalm 16:11. emphasis added).

Knowing God won't seem as great as it really is until it is experienced.
People who have never seen the Grand Canyon in person often have difficulty
understanding the passion of those who have been there. The canyon is not truly
"known" when it is merely described or viewed in photographs. It must be seen
and experienced in person to have its full effect. "What's the big deal about
knowing God?" you might be asking. "I know and believe the facts about Him in
the Bible, but | can't see why you find Him so thrilling." It is only because you have
not seen Him or known Him that you say this. Those who have truly seen Him and
know Him cannot stop thinking and learning about Him. Only they can honestly
say with Paul, "God, who said, 'Light shall shine out of darkness,' is the One who
has shone in our hearts to give the Light of the knowledge of the glory of God in
the face of Christ." (2 Cor. 4:6).

You must come to know this glorious God. No other pursuit on earth even comes
close to comparing in terms of importance and reward. Here are three ways for
you to move toward the best possible future:

Read the Bible searchingly and expectantly, like a man digging for gold in a
place where he knows it can be found, and where others have already discovered
it.

Pray desperately, like a person drifting in total darkness toward Niagara Falls,
not knowing when the terrifying drop (that is, your death) will occur.

Guard your heart carefully. The enemy of souls would love for you to be
distracted away from your pursuit of God by lesser things—things you may enjoy
now, but will despise in hell.
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