New Prayer Concerns:

Bill West, Jay West's father,
passed away on Thursday.
There will be a memorial
service at 2pm on August 2nd at
Lake Jackson United Methodist
Church. Visitation will from
12:30 to 2pm at the church.

Darryl Goodwin, son of Bobby
Goodwin, committed suicide.
Prayers are requested for the
family, especially for Bobby
who recently lost his mother as
well.

Matthew Dittmann will be
returning to school next
weekend. Prayers are
requested for safe travel.

Others in our Prayers:
Janice Rabon

Ongoing Prayer Concerns:
Lester & Dora Gatlin, Royce &
Nada Whittington, the Hall
family, Missy Williams, Sherry
West, Robby Dittmann, Pearson
Martin, Frank Faircloth, Hilda
Barnett, C.E. Comerford

Prayer List Updates:

If you have prayer list items that
need to be added or deleted,
please make sure to let one of the
Elders know! Names will be
removed from the prayer list after
3 weeks if there is no update.

Upcoming Celebrations:

July

6th - Lacey Connelly’s birthday
9th - Rachel Johnson’s birthday
9th - Kenneth & Joanne
Newberry’s anniversary

10th - Gracie Waddell’s
birthday

12th - Cheryl Waddell’s
birthday

16th - Caleb Mahler’s birthday
18th - Hilda Barnett’s birthday
19t - Kaye Gilbert’s birthday
23t - Chad & Amy Waddell’s
anniversary

25th - Edward Comerford’s
birthday

28th - Robby & Mariam
Dittmann’s anniversary

29th - Cyrus Johnson's
birthday

Upcoming Events:
Aug 5% - Wednesday Fellowship

Contribution:
6/28 - $677.00
7/5 - $776.00
7/12 - $660.00
7/19 - $926.40

Contacts:
Elder Royce Whittington 246-3924
wwhittin@bellsouth.net

Elder Lester Gatlin 850-627-6598

Tim Mahler, Minister 850-893-0416
chmahler@embargmail.com

Website:
bainbridaechurchofchrist.home.mchsi.com
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Finding Help in Troubled Waters

Copyright © 1999 James McAlister

This has been a particularly difficult week, and | confess to have fallen prey
to anxiety and fretting. Worry can give small problems such long shadows
that they become giants of immense, irresistible proportions. On the other
hand, | fully realize that there is no enemy too strong or foe too powerful to
stand against the truth of Scripture.

As is true of all Christians, | am in the midst of a spiritual battle as
temptations to sin and seemingly impossible physical circumstances lay
siege to what | should clearly understand from God's Word. It's the struggle
Paul spoke of when he wrote, "In all circumstances take up the shield of
faith, with which you can extinguish all the flaming darts of the evil one; and
take the helmet of salvation and the sword of the Spirit, which is the Word
of God" (Eph. 6:16 ESV).

The conflict is real. It's a battle in which one skilled in handling God's truth
should easily put to flight 10,000 assailants of doubt, despair, and
discouragement. But these are formidable foes that manifest themselves in
the form of temptations that seem too strong to resist, situations that seem
impossible to resolve, complications that appear too entangled to unravel,
or wounds that appear too deep for healing.

| generally succumb too easily by failing to look beyond what | can see into
that unseen but ever-present world where such battles are won and lost.
That is where we ultimately stand or fall (cf. Eph. 6:10-12).

| would like to think that | could do better if the clock could be turned back
about 40 years. But the past cannot be changed. And though the present is
engulfed by the struggles of the moment, the future is in my hands, through
God's strength.

Even when | feel helplessly adrift on a sea of swirling afflictions, there are
always some notable promontories on the horizon as | meditate on God's
promises. These are landmarks to guide me to safe harbor—truths given by
God for times of doubt and distress.

First there is the surety of answered prayer (Jer 33:3). | am not without
appeal. | have the ear—and the heart—of a King who constantly bids me
call upon Him. Second, | am not alone (John 4:4), and He who is with me is
greater than any foe. Third, | am not forgotten; He has promised to never
leave me nor forsake me (Heb 13:5).

Continued on next page 2>

Raintree Village Children’s Home Items

Today, please bring crayons.
Next Sunday, please bring air fresheners.

continued from previous page...

In the shadows of these majestic pinnacles of truth there await legions—even
legions upon legions—of their companions. They are the "precious and very
great promises" of God (2 Pet. 1:4), fit and ready for any situation. May | often
gaze upon this mighty host and be reminded that God is able to care for His
own, no matter how troubled the waters of life may be.

Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of His might. Put on the
whole armor of God, that you may be able to stand against the schemes of
the devil. For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against the
rulers, against the authorities, against the cosmic powers over this present
darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places.

Ephesians 6:10-12

How do you spend your time?

Computers have calculated that the average citizen of North America
and the western world invest his 70 years in the following ways:

24 years sleeping

14 years working

8 years amusing themselves
6 years eating

5 years traveling

4 years conversing

3 years learning

QUESTION: What about God? What about time to read and study
His Word? What about time for worship? Consider, if we began at
birth and spent 3 hours a week in church services, at the end of our
life we would have less than 30 months.

Think about it!
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