
 March Celebrations: 
7th – Don Rabon’s Birthday 
10th – Nora Day’s Birthday 
13th – Mitchell Comerford’s 
Birthday 
13th – Amy Waddell’s Birthday 
15th – Joe Talley’s Birthday 
16th – Royce Whittington’s 
Birthday 
21st – Robby Dittmann’s 
Birthday 
22nd – Benny and Ruth Hatton’s 
Anniversary 
23rd – Sherolyn West’s Birthday 
24th – Lindsay Waddell’s 
Birthday 
31st – Erin Mahler’s Birthday 

Upcoming Events: 
March 28 – Supper Club at Port City     
Deli 
April 1 – Wednesday Fellowship 
April 19-22 – Gospel Meeting at 
Hentown Church of Christ - Blakely 
Contribution: 
3/8 - $1103.00 
3/15 – 2268.40 
YTD - $6624.71 

Contacts: 
Elder Royce Whittington 246-3924 
                   wwhittin@bellsouth.net 
Elder Lester Gatlin 850-627-6598 
Tim Mahler, Minister 850-893-0416 
           chmahler@embarqmail.com 

 
Website: 

bainbridgechurchofchrist.home.mchsi.com 
 

Special Note: 
Please remember that the grape juice 
in the refrigerator is for the Lord’s 
Supper only.  We have had issues 
recently with the juice disappearing. 

New Prayer Concerns: 
Wayne Bonner, Kim Martin’s Dad, is 
at home and undergoing 
chemotherapy. 

Rusty Hatton, Ruth Hatton’s brother-
in-law, was on a boating accident and 
has been sent to Tampa for leg 
reconstruction. 

Karen Travis, Erin Mahler’s aunt, is in 
a Tampa hospital suffering from 
meningitis and encephalitis. 

Pearson Martin received a good report.  
Several of tumors have disappeared, 
and the remaining one has shrunken 
drastically. 

Lester Gatlin’s surgery was successful.  
He may go home as soon as Monday. 

Louise Williams suffered a stroke. 

Bill West, Jay West’s father, suffered a 
stroke, but is up and walking around. 

Marvin Sapp, friend of Matthew 
Dittmann, will have his NFL tryout on 
March 26th.  Marvin requests prayers 
that he be able to see God’s will. 

Others in our Prayers: 
Jack & Francis Zorn, George Joiner, 
C.E. Comerford, Sherry West, Robby 
Dittmann, Frank Faircloth, Pearson 
Martin, Gynell Chambliss, Missy 
Williams, Dale Newberry, Hilda 
Barnett, Royce & Nada Whittington, 
The Hall family, Lester & Dora Gatlin.  
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The Sustainer of P Church Faithfulness: 
Is it Reasonable Anymore? 
Copyright © 2009 Jim Elliff 
 
"On one occasion, [Michael] Faraday lectured to a distinguished panel of scientists. 
The Prince of Wales (after Edward VII) was present. For an hour Faraday held his 
audience spellbound as he demonstrated the nature and properties of the magnet. 
His lecture closed with a demonstration that brought the house down. The Prince of 
Wales rose to propose a moment of congratulation. The resolution was seconded 
and carried amid another thunderous burst of applause. The assembly waited for 
Faraday's reply, but he had vanished. He had slipped away to his little church for the 
weekly prayer meeting. Michael Faraday had slipped away from the presence of an 
earthly prince to seek audience with the King of kings." (John Phillips, Exploring 
Proverbs, vol. 1) 
 
Faithfulness like this is commendable. Unfortunately, it is just as unusual. 
 
Once I attended a church in a southern state. The pastor was obviously disturbed 
that morning in this large, traditional congregation. With candor, he informed the 
church of some disturbing statistics concerning the Bible teachers of their church. 
Unless my memory fails me, he noted that these leaders on average missed a full 
quarter of the meetings of the classes they taught! That's 25%! 
 
The writer of Hebrews promoted a different concept. Here is what he said: 
 
"And let us consider one another in order to stir up love and good works, not 
forsaking the assembling of ourselves together as is the manner of some, but 
exhorting one another, and so much the more as you see the Day approaching." 
(Hebrews 10:24-25) 
 
Note the words, "one another." That's at the heart of it. This stirring up and exhorting 
one another cannot be done while alone in your home. The New Testament is 
replete with "one another" commands that can only find their fullest meaning in the 
context of the gathered local church. God never intended, nor does He appreciate, 
isolation from brothers and sisters in Christ. 
 
Paul has a favorite metaphor for the church. He calls it "the Body of Christ." Why? 
He means that we all have important parts to play in each other's lives. One person 
is like the arm, another like the foot, another like the mouth, and another like the 
hand. We cannot function as a body in isolation; we must be together for Body life to 
work out (1 Cor. 12-14). 
 
The faithfulness of some believers is almost legendary. A man in one church had 
work-related travel that would take him hours away from his home. But even if he 
had to drive back home through most of the night, you would always find him in the 
gatherings of the church, faithfully taking his place serving others. He sacrificed to 
do what was most important, and God honored him and used him. You could 
depend on him. His children grew up to serve God just as faithfully. Parents who will 
let just anything keep them from coming to church meetings, including sports or 
recreational activities, are preaching louder with their actions than with their words. 
 
                  continued  

Raintree Village Children’s Home Items 
 

Today, please bring shampoo. 
Next Sunday, please bring disinfectant spray. 
 

 
continued from previous page… 
 
I know that faithfulness to the Body is out of vogue. But not with God. 
 
On many occasions, God has done totally unexpected and unplanned things in the 
meetings of believers. Regretfully, in reflecting on those special moments in the life of 
the church, I've often had to say, "But the very person who would have most benefited 
from this was not here!" 
 
The dog of Angelo del Plato watched intently as his master was lowered into the 
grave. Eight years later, friends of the family acknowledged that they could not 
remember a day when that loving dog did not visit his master's gravesite, usually 
sitting a while on the turf over his master's body. 
 
Will you commend in a dog what you will not offer to God as a believer who has been 
bought by the death of Christ? 
 
Being faithful is not all that the Christian life is about, but it is not insignificant to God or 
others either. At a minimum, unfaithfulness indicates a temporary competing affection 
for the world. At worst, it represents a lost condition. 
 
"Do not forsake the assembling of yourselves together as is the habit of some!" 
 
 
 
Notes of Thanks 
 
To the ladies of the church: 
 
Once again you had a successful Ladies Day program because of your hard 
work and dedication.  We would like to thank you for all the effort you put into 
this.  We look forward to next year’s program. 
 
            The Elders 
 
 
 
To the men of the church: 
 
The ladies would like to thank you for helping to make Ladies’ Day a 
wonderful success.  By tending to the physical things like parking cars and 
serving food, you made it possible for us to focus on the spiritual blessings. 
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